and when one had reached it, the mixture of opulence and
squalor, of civility and savagery, was unspeakable. But my
Mother was well paid, and she stayed in this distasteful en-
vironment, doing the work she hated most, while with the
margin of her salary she helped first one of her brothers and
then the other through his Cambridge course. They studied
hard and did well at the university. At length their sister
received, in her 'ultima Thule',2 news that her younger brother
had taken his degree, and then and there, with a sigh of intense
relief, she resigned her situation and came straight back to
England.

It is not to be wondered at, then, that my uncles looked up
to their sister with feelings of especial devotion. They were not
inclined, they were hardly in a position, to criticize her modes
of thought. They were easy-going, cultured and kindly gentle-
men, rather limited in their views, without a trace of their
sister's force of intellect or her strenuous temper. E. resembled
her in person, he was tall, fair, with auburn curls; he cultivated
a certain tendency to the Byronic type, fatal and melancholy.
A. was short, brown and jocose, with a pretension to common
sense; bluff and chatty. As a little child, I adored my Uncle E.,
who sat silent by the fireside holding me against his knee,
saying nothing, but looking unutterably sad, and occasionally
shaking his warm-coloured tresses. With great injustice, on the
other hand, I detested my Uncle A., because he used to joke in
a manner very displeasing to me, and because he would so far
forget himself as to chase, and even, if it will be credited, to
tickle me. My uncles, who remained bachelors to the end of
their lives, earned a comfortable living, E. by teaching, A. as
*something in the City', and they rented an old rambling house
in Clapton, that same in which I saw the greyhound. Their
house had a strange, delicious smell, so unlike anything I smelt
anywhere else, that it used to fill my eyes with tears of mysteri-
ous pleasure. I know now that this was the odour of cigars,
tobacco being a species of incense tabooed at home on the
highest religious grounds.
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